
STATUS OF ENVIRONMENTAL, RECLAMATION AND TECHNICAL 
PROBLEMS AT THE NIAGARA FALLS FACILITY 

D. J. Hansen 

1.0 TERMINATION OF RADIOACTIVE LICENSE 

1.1 L1cense 210-0090 (Technology) Rad1oact1ve Sources 

June 25. 1986 

Status: All rad1oact1ve sources, Thor1um chem1cals and crucibles, 
have been d1sposed of. Letter to New York State Department of Labor, w1th 
accompany1ng documentat1on, request1ng term1nat1on of the license were 
mailed to Dr. Kasyk on February 7, 1986. Robert Kelly v1s1ted the s1te and 
took w1pe tests on February 28, 1986. 

Act1on: Inform Elkem Metals of w1pe test results when ava1lable. 

1.2 License 950-0139 (Plant) Process1ng Columb1te Ores 

Status: Contam1nated so1l south of Bu1ld1ng 166 on the Technology 
Complex was sent to Barnwell, SC and Uravan, CO. - Letter document1ng rece1pt of 

'"·-~~--- matenal and request1ng term1nat10n was ma1led to Robert Kelly on August 17, 
1985. A second request for term1nat1on was made to Dr. Bradley on January 31, 
1986. Robert Kelly attempted to obta1n conf1rmat10n samples on February 28, 
1986 but was unsuccessful due to the ground being frozen. He returned on March 
20, 1986 and successfully obta1ned samples of the area. 

Act1on. When State completes analys1s of the samples we w1ll be able 
to proceed with reclamat1on of the area (see Elkem below). However the l1cense 
may not be terminated unt1l add1t1onal rad1oact1ve waste 1s d1sposed of (see 
rad1oact1ve waste below.) 

1.3 L1cense 955-0139 (Plant) Rad1oact1ve Sources 

Status: Cs sour.ce for B1n Level 1nd1cator was returned to the 
manufacturer 1n 1st half of 1985 by George Parker. State was not1fied. 

~-

Act1on: L1cense st1ll 1n Umetco's name. Should request a wipe test-
be completed to assure term1nat1on of L1cense. (Note: Stratcor still has a 
source-to cal1brate VAl X-ray un1t). 
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2.0 RECLAIM ELKEM PROPERTY 

Status: R. J. Klotzbach wrote a letter to John Oxaal on August 6, 1984 
agree1ng to re-excavate areas beh1nd Bu1ld1ng 166, 1nstall permeable liner, and 
backf1ll w1th gravel. 

Act1on: When State g1ves the okay to allow unrestricted use of the area 
the above work should be contracted and completed. A letter should be wr1tten 
to Elkem ind1cat1ng our 1ntent1ons. 

3.0 REMOVE LOW LEVEL RADIOACTIVE WASTE FROM NIAGARA SITE 

3.1 VAl Slag -East of No. 6 Furnace Room 

Status: 75.5 tons of material was sent to the SCA Hazardous Waste 
D1sposal Site on June 18, 1986 at a cost of $179/ton = $13,500. 

Action: (a) 

(b) 

Letter to NY State Department of Labor w1th 
documentat1on. 
Later 1n the year the NY State Hazardous Waste Tax must 
be paid. 

3.2 Rad1oact1ve Illmen1te 

Status: One hundred th1rty (130) 55-gallon drums of 1llmenite was 
sent to SCA on June 19 and 20, 1986 at a cost of $14,200. 

Act10n: (a) 

(b) 

Letter to NY State Department of Labor with 
documentat1on. 

Later 1n the year the NY State Hazardous Waste Tax must 
be paid. 

3.3 Slag and Soil from No. 30 Furnace plus Radioact1ve Samples 

Status: A check for $500 along w1th a Proof of Liabil1ty was sent to 
the State of South Carolina to obta1n a Transportation Perm1t. Paper work was 
in1t1ated to alter the UCC Contract w1th Chern Nuclear Systems Inc. to enable 
them to act as brokers for th1s work. 

Action: After the Transportat1on Perm1t is obta1ned, arrange for 
Chern Nuclear to send a Broker to N1agara Falls (probably mid-August) to prepare 
the material for transport to Barnwell. Forward documentat1on of rece1pt of the 
material to the New York State Department of Labor. 
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4.0 ESTABLISH BASELINE ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITION OF YARD - EAST AND NORTH OF THE 
NIAGARA PLANT 

4.1 Rad1at1on Survey 

Status: Memo issued May 15, 1986. 

Act1on: None required. 

4.2 So1l Sample Analys1s 

Status: Nine compos1te so1l samples were analyzed for EP Tox1c1ty, 
13 Prior1ty Pollutants, and PCB's. A memo was 1ssued June 15, 1986. 

Act10n: None requ 1 red. 

4.3 Lake "Linde" 

Status: Water samples were analyzed. V. L. Gustavson was 1nformed 
in a letter dated Apr1l 23, 1986 that the quality was okay. Samples of s1lt 
from the lake bed showed no pollut1on (memo June 15, 1986). 

Act1on: L-Tec has begun to grade the area with fill from h1gher 
ground. Arrangements must be made to dra1n the sect1on on Umetco property and 
to grade 1n conJunctlon with L-Tec. 

5.0 ASBESTOS REMOVAL 

Areas include Elevator Shaft, Build1ng 111, old Bo1ler House and Storeroom 
for asbestos. 

Status: B1ds have been solicited. Two have responded. 

N1agara Insulat1ons - $49,700. 
Front1er - Pend1ng 

Act1on: Arrange and supervise removal by low b1dder. 

6.0 REMOVAL OF STACKS AND BOILERS FROM NIACET 

Status: Quote from N1agara Insulat1ons to remove and scrap two bo1ler 
stacks was $1,400. 

Quotat1on on bo1ler removal is pending. 

Action: To arrange and superv1se removal. (Note: One guy w1re has 
snapped and the removal of the stack should proceed immed1ately.) 
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7.0 SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 

7.1 Laboratory Egu1pment and Off1ce Equipment 

Status: Equipment and office suppl1es stored 1n Build1ng 111 and the 
garage was let for b1ds on 11 take all, as 1s, where 1S 11 bas1s. J. Mercer of 
Buffalo agreed to $10,000 for equ1pment but dropped to $3000 after learning 
that the h1gh b1dder had withdrawn. Investment Recovery dec1ded not to 
accept. 

Act1on: Cont1nue to cooperate w1th Investment Recovery. 

7.2 Surplus Automob1les 

Status: Requested forms from Investment Recovery. 

8.0 PATENTS 

Status: Transfer of patents to Stratcor is completed. Patent 
Applicat1ons on Roast1ng and Heap Leaching of UCAR Vanad1um Ore have been 
wr1tten and subm1tted. 

Act1on: Prepare f1nal draft of Patent Applicat1on on 11 Burn1ng Flexicoke 11 

in conJunct1on w1th N. Balmer 1n early July. Answer obJeCt1ons from Patent 
Exam1ner on above and recent applicat1on by D. 0. Sk1les. 

9.0 FILES 

9.1 Technology Technical F1les 

Status: Personal files (Niagara and Grand Junction) and Market1ng 
and Sales Development departmental f1les have been combined accord1ng to top1c. 

The uranium sect1on has been incorporated 1nto the N1agara 
Falls Technology files and 1s boxed for sh1pment to Grand Junction. 

Act1on: Gold and s1lver w1ll be completed and boxed by July 15. 
Vanad1um and tungsten requ1re cons1derable work. 

9.2 Active F1les 

Status: F1les on env1ronmental and radioact1ve l1censes are still 
on-go1ng. 

Act1on: F1les must be mainta1ned unt1l l1cense terminat1on and then 
should be transferred to J. Frost at Grand Junction. 
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